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ကမၻာ့ေရႊေစ်း              = ၁၅၀၆ /-US$ 

  ျမန္မာ့ေရႊေစ်း               = ၁၂၂၈၀၀၀/- က်ပ္ 

  ေဒၚလာေစ်း                = ၁၅၃၀/- က်ပ္ 

  CBM Rate                    = ၁၅၃၁.၈  /က်ပ္ 

  ယူရို တစ္ယူရို    = ၁၆၈၇.၇ က်ပ္ 

  စကၤာပူတစ္ေဒၚလာ       = ၁၁၁၁.၄ က်ပ္ 

  စတာလင္ေပါင္တစ္ေပါင္  = ၁၈၇၃.၄ က်ပ္ 

  ဂ်ပန္ယန္းတစ္ရာ           = ၁၄၂၆.၁ က်ပ္ 

  ၾသစေၾတးလ်တစ္ေဒၚလာ = ၁၀၃၄.၆ က်ပ္ 

  တ႐ုတ္ယြမ္ (တစ္ယြမ္)   = ၂၁၄.၉၆က်ပ္ 

  အိႏိၵယ႐ူပီး (တစ္႐ူပီး)    = ၂၁.၅၅၁ က်ပ္ 

  ကုိရီးယား၀မ္တစ္ရာ      = ၁၂၈.၁၆ က်ပ္ 

  မေလးရွားရင္းဂစ္         = ၃၆၅.၂၄ က်ပ္ 

  ထုိင္းဘတ္တစ္ဘတ္     = ၅၀.၃၄၇ က်ပ္ 

Source: CBM Rate, etrademyanmar.com 
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Thura  News  Views 
Timeline shortened for Dawei SEZ  

Officials from Thailand and Myanmar are speeding up development of the Dawei Special Economic Zone 

(SEZ). Officials from the two countries discussed the longstanding SEZ project at a Myanmar-Thailand Joint 

Coordinating Committee meeting in Nay Pyi Taw. The committee discussed the timeline to complete the 

   jec ’  ini i    h  e  n  m  e in   i   fin    h  e     we        we   n    he  inf     uc u e  e e   men . 

Both sides agreed to try and speed up work on the SEZ, which has been developing in fits and starts since 

2008.  

If the Dawei SEZ were to be completed, it could be the largest of its kind in Southeast Asia. A tax haven for 

foreign trade and manufacturing, the SEZ is planned in nine zones, a deep sea port and a new highway 

linking Dawei with the Thai border. However, disputes with Thai partners slowed development and 

eventually halted progress entirely in 2013. Although resumed in 2015 with new investment from Japan, 

power and transportation issues remain at the top of the list of development goals.  

One key component, according to the committee, will be an ambitious new highway linking Dawei to 
Kanchanaburi, Thailand. That project will be funded by a MMK 220.6 billion, 0.1 percent interest loan from 
Thailand. Furthermo e   he    e nmen          n      en    e  n  ex  n  D wei’   i     . 
Myanmar auto industry revs up  

Myanmar automotive factories are upping their output in response to higher demand, according to an 

industry analysis by the Myanmar Times. Production has increased from both Japanese and Chinese 

brands, taking ad-vantage of growing local demand, improved infrastructure and the development of 

M  nm  ’    eci   ec n mic   ne . The numbe   f c     n M  nm         i  e  im  e      e ch 2 mi  i n 

by 2020.  

Suzuki Myanmar Motor Co. Ltd., which claims to hold 60 percent of the local market, increased production 

this year to 15,000 cars and trucks, up from 12,000 in 2018, according to data obtained by the the 

Myanmar Times. The Suzuki Ertiga, a mid-sized SUV, has become one of the fastest-selling personal cars in 

Myanmar. Suzuki assembles them in the Thilawa Special Economic Zone, located outside of Yangon.  

In May, Toyota, another Japanese brand, also announced plans for a new manufacturing plant in the 

Thilawa SEZ, valuing USD 53 million. The Toyota factory will mainly produce the popular Hilux line of light 

pickup trucks.  

Chinese automakers are also making inroads into the Myanmar market. Gold AYA Motor International is 
investing USD 30 million in a new plant in Man     ’  M   h  In u   i   Z ne.       Y  M        n          
out 50,000 new vehicles over the next five years, made with a combination of locally-manufactured and 
imported parts. However, the company aims to eventually manufacture all of the parts itself and produce 
the first ever entirely Myanmar-made cars. 
Huawei will remain big part of Myanmar telecom development  

Chine e  ech  i n  Hu wei wi    em in   bi      e  in M  nm  ’   e ec m  ec     e e   men   e  i e 

security warnings from the United States and other countries. Huawei Myanmar spokesperson Zhu Bo has 

claimed that Huawei communications networks already serve around one-third of people in Myanmar, 
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according to a Radio Free Asia (RFA) report. The company will continue to play a key role in developing 

M  nm  ’  5   e  ice  which w   fi     e  e  b    c   c   ie  M Te  in  u u  . The Mini      f T  n      

and Communications aims for full 5G integration in the next few years, which could be 20 times faster than 

4G data speeds, the Myanmar Times reported. However, Huawei has been mired in international 

controversy. The United States suspects Huawei of aiding the Chinese government in cyperspying and 

espionage. The U.S. and other countries have placed Huawei on international watch lists for entities acting 

against their national interests. Myanmar, however, seems unconcerned with the suspicions leveled against 

Huawei, which controls 30 percent of the global telecom equipment market. In May, U Soe Naing, deputy 

director general of the Ministry of Transport and Communications, commended the company for its role in 

M  nm  ’  5  bui   u   n    i   he mini        k  f  w  d to their continued relationship. The business 

relationship is one of many with China, which Myanmar has turned to amid cooling relations with Western 

nations over alleged human rights abuses along its western border.  

Thai Chang Beer brewed in Yangon  

Yan  n’  new Eme     B ewe   c nne  i   fi    Ch n  bee   n  e  embe  25 h.  in     e n fi m F   e  

and Neave (F&N) invested US$70 million into the new facility, which will be brewing the famous Thai beer 

brand at a capacity of 500,000 hectoliters per year.  

    he b ewe  ’  Fi    C nnin  ce em n   F&  execu i e c mmi  ee ch i  M  K h P h Ti n  c   e  

M  nm  ’  be e   e in u       “  f   -   win  m  ke .” The c m  n       b    e   f Eme     B ewe  ’  

sustainable and environ-mentally-friendly brewing practices, which include water recirculation and solar 

  we . F& ’    he    ink  inc u e 100P U   n  Te           f which   e    e       u    in M  nm  . Bu  

 hi  wi   be  he c m  n ’  fi     en u e in   h    be e   e   f    win  in  he f     e    f f  ei n bee  

brands such as Heineken and Carlsberg.  

Carlsberg is currently embroiled in a criminal lawsuit from a distributor that claims the company swindled it 

 u   f   m    U $400 000. Bu   e  i e C    be  ’   e    w e   M  nm  ’  be e   e m  ke  m   in ee  be 

growing. In June, the Ministry of Commerce announced that it would relax strict alcohol regulations that 

have banned beer and  

liquor imports for all but certain hotels and embassy clubs. The import ban has led to rampant smuggling 

and counterfeiting and a huge grey market in which hotels sell their excess imports to small liquor shops. 

Ch n  Bee    mu   e   c      he Th i b   e    em in   ne  f M  nm  ’  be  -selling black market 

    uc  . H w Eme     B ewe  ’   e i im  e Ch n  wi   f  e    in   i   c    -border competition remains to 

be seen, especially in eastern towns such as Hpa-Ann, which is closer to Thailand than to Yangon. 

Source: Thura Swiss News (Issue 386 October 10, 2019) 
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