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https://www.facebook.com/shweliayarnews/

Thura News Views
Government adds to no-travel list
The Myanmar government has expanded its list of off-limits tourist destinations following the death of a
German citizen in Shan State. Areas of Shan, Rakhine, Kachin, Chin, Sagaing and Yangon are on the updated
notravel list from the Ministry of Hotels and Tourism. The government had already taken steps to steer tourists
from active conflict zones. In August the military evacuated a group of foreigners from the town of Hsipaw, a
popular trekking spot. The tourist who was killed on November 26 had been motorbiking in the same township
when he ran over a land mine. The incident led to an inquiry by the German embassy.
Despite the recent setbacks, Myanmar’s tourism sector appears to be picking up, especially with Asian visitors.
More than 1.5 million people visited this year, according to official data, a 40 percent increase from 2018. The
rise coincides with a relaxing of visa requirements and on-arrival visas for a batch of new countries in both Asia
and Europe.
However, recent fighting between the Myanmar army (Tatmadaw) and members of the Northern Alliance of
ethnic armed groups threatens both tourism and border trade with China. Following the Hsipaw incident, the
government also tightened restrictions on conflict-adjacent areas in Rakhine and Chin State, where the
Tatmadaw has tangled with the Arakan Army separatist group.
Government sets sights on illegal trade
The Private-Sector Development Committee has announced that it will introduce new measures to curb illegal
trade in Myanmar. The committee, which is headed by Vice President U Myint Swe and includes members of
the private sector, affirmed during a recent meeting that border smuggling and other black market trading is
taking a toll on Myanmar business, and must be curtailed.
Data supports the committee’s arguments: according to the Economist Intelligence Unit, Myanmar ranked the
low-est on its 2018 Global Illicit Trade Environment Index, reported the Myanmar Times. It is unclear how much
tax revenue Myanmar loses to the black market each year, but illegitimate trade, from currency exchange to
beer, has been a key part of the Myanmar market for decades. Myanmar’s numerous self-governing ethnic
armed groups often provide havens for illicit border trade.
This year, the government has already taken steps to curb the black market. A second Thailand-Myanmar
Friend-ship Bridge opened on the Thai-Burmese border in Myawaddy, a major smuggling hotspot, and both
governments vowed to support legitimate trade there. Myanmar also legalized the first money remittance
services outside of the banking sector, a blow against a large, longstanding system of illegitimate money
transfers. It has also weighed allowing foreign liquor imports, and Chang Beer, an oft smuggled Thai beverage,
is now brewed legally in Yangon.
Major coal enterprise draws community pushback
A large-scale Thai coal operation in eastern Shan State has drawn the ire of local communities worried for their
land and environment. Residents of Mong Hsat Township issued a joint statement against the project, which is
a joint venture between the Thailand-registered Sahakol Equipment Co. Ltd (SQ) and Myanmar’s Golden Lake
Co. Ltd.
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The project, which launched in July, was granted a 28-year government concession, according to the Myanmar
Times. It aims to produce 600,000 tonnes of coal per year and eventually establish a 600-megawatt coal-fired
power plant. The first tracts of land were cleared in October.

Many local villagers worry that they will be relocated and their lands seized. These fears are not without
precedent:

Myanmar’s common land laws are ambiguous and seizures of community farmland in favor of large-scale
industrial projects are common. Legally, the government is required to compensate displaced residents with
money and/or new land. However in the past, bureaucracy and legal loopholes often leave farmers landless
and/or inadequately compensated.

On the other hand, the Myanmar government is desperate for power as the country seeks to fill rising demand
in time for the dry season. Hydroelectric dams generate more than half of Myanmar’s power, and low water
volumes during the dry months cause a seasonal lapse in supply. Coal does not have this disadvantage.

Source: Thura Swiss News (Issue 395 December 12, 2019)
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Stock trading data

As of 13th Dec. 2019

Stock trading

MName Code Close Change| % Changel Open High Low Trading volume| Trading value (MMEK)| MNo. of listed shares| Market Cap. (mil MMEK)
FMAT 00001 11,500 +500 +4.55% 11,000 11,500 11,000 149 1,680,500 27112747 311,797
MTSH 00002 3,850 +30 +1.32% 3,850 3,850 3,800 2,056 11,621,650 28,929,150 149,877
MCE 00003 8,200 -100 -1.20% 7,600 8,200 7,600 102 776,400 10,400,986 85,288
FPB 00004 23,000 +0 +0.00% 22,500 23,000 22,500 1,027 23,357,500 2,472,053 56,857
ThH 00005 2,950 +0 +0.00% 2,950 2,950 2,900 502 1,455,900 12,823,224 37.829

Market summary

As of 13th Dec. 2019

Today's summary

Index name| Close Change % Change| Open High Low Trading volume (shares)] Trading value (MMEK]) MNo. of listed companies| Market Cap. (mil MBK)

BAYAMNPIH 468.59 +10.56 +2.31% 453.23 458.59 453.23 4,836 38,901,950 5 541,648

Index chart
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| Market Overview

As of 1:00 pm, 13th Dec, 2019

MYANPIX 468.59

41056
Total Volume (shares) 4836
Total Value (MMK) 39 mil
Listed Company 5
Market Cap. (MMK) 641,648 mil
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Name Code Price Change
FMI 00001 11,500 A 500
MTSH 00002 3,850 A 50
MCB 00003 8,200 ¥ 100
FPE 00004 23,000 AD
ThWH 00005 2950 A0D



