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Thura News Views

OCBC expects recovery as China executes BRI

Myanmar economy is expected to recover as execution of projects related to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) commences, according to OCBC Bank reports. “Myanmar is still struggling to resolve
fundamental concerns relating to basic human rights as well as the repatriation and recovery of
refugees who fled to Bangladesh. Global economic prospects are increasingly gloomy as un-certainty
over trade rises. However, not all hope is lost. With the recent policy changes and investments in
infrastructure from BRI, Myanmar is forecast to enjoy a robust economic growth from a regional and
global standpoint,” the analysts said. Some of the BRI projects are already starting including the
construction of a deep-sea port in Kyaukphyu, Rakhine State. The original estimated cost of
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development for the entire project had been US$ 7.2 billion, with the first phase expected to cost
US$ 1.6 billion. The second BRI project includes the construction of the Muse-Mandalay railway line.
A feasibility study for the project is expected to be completed this year.

Rakhine State Gov't offers assistance to attract investors

Rakhine State Chief Minister U Nyi Pu has offered the regional government'’s assistance to potential
investors to promote investments, according to an article in state-owned the Global New Light of
Myanmar. The regional government is inviting investment for the development of the State. U Nyi
Pu, in his capacity as the Chairman of the Investment Committee, (RSIC), said the Rakhine State
Government is inviting investments for the development of the state. RSIC will have oversight on the
operations and developments of the companies in accord with the agreements that are applicable to
the State. He also stressed the importance of granting permits to further companies which are in
accordance with the rules and regulations. U Nyi Pu and committee members gave investment
permits to three local companies. Su Htoo San Co.,Ltd, U Soe Khant and Family Co.,Ltd, and Shwe
Hlyan Phyo Co.,Ltd received endorsement from RSIC.

Govt counting on more Asian tourists to boost tourism

Myanmar’s tourism sector has suffered as growth of tourist arrivals dropped to 1 percent in 2018
compared with 7.1 percent in 2017, according to the Myanmar Times, which cites a World Bank
report. The number of western tourist arrivals fell the most, more than offsetting arrivals from Asia
according to reports of booking and tour cancellations by western tourists since late 2017. This
happened after the news of violence in Rakhine was reported on a global scale, the World Bank said.
Tourism accounts for 2.7 percent of the country’s GDP. Officials reckon the tourism industry will
continue to come under pressure this year and for as long as the Rakhine crisis remains an issue. To
offset the west’s impact on tourism, Myanmar has doubled up its efforts to capture tour-ists from
Asia. Last year, the Ministry of Labour, Immigration and Population relaxed visa requirements for
travelers from Japan, Macau, Hong Kong and South Korea. It now also offers visas on arrival to
mainland Chinese and Indian tourists. The tourism businesses are hoping to see a 50 percent rise in
visitors from eastern countries this year.

MAB launches wealth banking service as competition rises

Myanmar Apex Bank (MAB) has launched a special wealth banking and rewards programme for high
net worth individuals, according to a report in the Myanmar Times. MAB Gold Wealth Banking is
targeting those who can place a minimum fixed deposit of K300 million. Interest rates for fixed
deposits are 8.5% for one and two months deposits, 9% for three-months, 9.5% for six to 12
months, 9.75% for 13-months, 10.15% for 18-months and 10.25% for deposits of two to three
years, said Mr Gary Voon, executive vice president and head of consumer banking at MAB. The
clients will enjoy privileges ranging from free meals at premium restaurants and hotels, to Mingalar
Sky Airport Lounge access. The clients will also be eligible for a lucky draw to win a high-end
condominium with their chances increasing the longer their fixed deposits are committed. MAB’s
efforts to secure fixed deposits come at a time of rising competition and stricter regulations for banks
in Myanmar.

Source: Thura Swiss News
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Stock trading
Trading Trading value Mo. of listed Market Cap.
Name Code Close Change % Change| Open High Low volume (MME) shares (mil MMEK)
FMI 00001 10,000 +0 +0.00% 9,700 10,000 9,700 212 2,078,400 27,112,747 271,127
MTSH 00002 2950 -50 -1.67% 3,000 3,000 2,950 2307 6,911,500 38,929,150 114841
MCB 00003 6,500 -900 -12.16% 6,400 6,500 6,400 10 64,100 10,400,986 67,606
FPB 00004 22,500 -500 -217% 22,500 22,500 22,500 258 5,805,000 2,472,053 55,621
TMH 00005 2,800 +0 +0.00% 2,800 2,800 2,800 36 100,800 12,212,906 34,196
Today's summary
Trading volume Trading value No. of listed Market Cap. (mil
Index name Close Change % Change| Open High Low (shares) (MM companies MMEK)
MYANPIX 398.02 -9.19 -2.26% 39363 398.02 39363 2,823 14,959,800 5 543,391
Index chart
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