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Thura News Views

Second friendship bridge opens between Thailand and Myanmar

Myanmar and Thailand have opened their second friendship bridge, connecting Myawaddy in Kayin
State with Thailand’s Mae Sot. It is aimed at boosting trade and tourism between the two countries,
according to an article in the Myanmar Times. The opening ceremony on March 19, was attended by
Myanmar’s State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chanocha. “This is a

’

symbol of cooperation for our mutual interest, and the bridge will ben-efit the people in both countries,”
said Aung San Suu Kyi. Construction of the bridge began in 2015, and it cost about US$132 million, the
report said. The tourism industry would likely see a particular benefit from the bridge opening. It would
provide tourists more options for traveling overland between the two countries.

Protests held against nationwide hydropower dams

Civil society groups conducted a two-day protest in Mandalay last week against large-scale
hydropower projects planned on the country’s rivers. According to an article in Frontier, on the
first day of the conference participants celebrated the country’s rivers. The participants also shared
their experiences about hydropower developments in Myanmar. The discussion was around the
controversial Myitsone Dam in Kachin State, which China is lobbying to have re-started after it was
postponed in 2012. On the second day, hundreds of participants wearing "No Dam” headbands
sailed a ferry along the Ayeyarwady River to mark the International Day of Action for Rivers.
Participants said the event was the first time civil society groups across the country have come
together to protest against hydropower. Last week, State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi made
rare public comments about Myitsone. She was calling on people to consider it from “a wider
perspective”. Protesters were also demonstrating against the government’s plans to build more
than 50 large hydropower dams on the country’s rivers. “"These dams directly threaten and exploit
the fragile ecology of the rivers and the ethnic communities who rely on them for their survival
and for the survival of their cultural heritage,” the groups said in a statement.

SolarHome secures USD 1 million investment

SolarHome, a Singapore-based solar energy startup with a focus on Myanmar, has received a USD 1 million
equity investment from Singapore’s Trirec, which is already an investor in the project, according to an
article in Dealstreet Asia. SolarHome, which provides energy solutions for off-grid households in Myanmar,
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is currently expanding its oper-ations in the country and claims to have installed more than 30,000 solar
homes across the country, with aims to reach 100,000 by the end of this year, the article said. It is also
installing pay-as-you-go solar for off-grid homes across Southeast Asia, the article said. In December last
year, SolarHome raised USD 10 million debt-financing through a con-sortium of investors.

Wave Money and MEB to offer mobile pension payments

Mobile financing firm Wave Money has announced a partnership with state-owned Myanma
Economic Bank (MEB) to provide mobile pension payments to public sector retirees across the
country. According to an article in the Myanmar Times, an initial pilot program has already been
established in Yangon’s North Dagon Township. The two companies are now planning to scale-up
their operations, the article said. Brad Jones, CEO of Wave Money, says “Our goal is to deliver this
service to all government pensioners in Myanmar”. He also added that “We can make pension
payments in Myanmar faster and more efficient while making it a lot easier for the pensioners to
access their funds”. Currently retirees are able to use E-pension cards to draw their pensions, but
the process can take several hours.

Source: Thura Swiss News (Issue 358 Mar 21, 2019)
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Stock trading data

As of 22nd Mar. 2019

Stock trading

Name | Code | Close Change| 3% Change| Open High Low Trading volume| Trading value (MMK)| MNo. of listed shares| Market Cap. (mil MMK)

FMIT 00001 8,800 +0 +0.00% £.800 £.800 £,800 516 4,540,800 27,112,747 238,592

MTSH | 00002 2,850 +0 +0.00% 2,850 2,850 2,800 9,942 28,089,700 38,929,150 110,948

MCE 00003 7,100 +0 +0.00% 7,100 7,100 7,100 362 2,570,200 10,400,985 73,847

FPE 00004 | 21,000 +0 +0.00% | 20,500 | 21,000 20,500 115 2,360,000 2,472,053 51,913

ThAH 00005 2,650 +0 +0.00% 2,650 2,650 2,650 as4 1,229,600 12,212,906 32,364

Today's summary

Index name| Close Change| % Change| Open High Low Trading volume (shares)] Trading value (MMEK) MNo. of listed companies| Market Cap. (mil RNK])|

PAY ANPIX 37185 +0.00 +0.00% 37095 371.85 37095 11,399 38,790,300 5 507,664

Index chart
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I Market Overview

As of 1:00 pm, 22nd Mar. 2019

MYANPIX 371.85
A 0.00
Total Volume (shares) 11,399
Total Value (MMEK) 39 mil
Listed Company 5
Market Cap. (MMEK) 507,664 mil
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MYANPIX

a0

MName Code Price Change
FRAT 00001 8,800 F Wil
MTSH 00002 2,850 F Wil
MCB 00003 7,100 F Wil
FPB 00004 21,000 F Wil
ThH 00005 2,650 F Wil



