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Source: The Myanmar Times
https://www.facebook.com/dootcheck.aleksander/posts/2325580647695212

Thura News Views
Burgeoning solar power to address electricity demand

Myanmar launches the first commercial solar plant in June 2019 and has completed the first stage of
construction. Each of the three stages will add up 40 megawatts (MW) while the fourth and last stage will
add 50MW. It will ultimately be ASEAN’s largest solar power plant according to The ASEAN Post. The plant
covers 836 acres of land (i.e. the equivalent of more than 500 football pitches). The plant will have a
capacity of 170 MW and could electrify up to 210,000 households in the region. The government is racing
against a booming demand for energy. It has recently reiterated its commitment to provide electricity
coverage to 100 percent of the population by 2030. Myanmar cur-rently produces between 2.9 gigawatts
(GW) and 3.1 GW according to official estimates. Supply barely meets the needs of 44 percent of the 55
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million population. Furthermore, the June 2019 World Bank'’s figures point out that the average national
energy consumption will grow at an annual rate of 11 percent until 2030. The international economic
institution estimates that the peak demand will reach 12.6 GW by 2030. The flip side is that Myanmar
should invest twice as much as the current level in order to meet the demand of up to USD 2 billion (MMK
3.014 trillion) (World Bank, 2019). Regular blackouts and unfulfilled electricity requirements raise concerns
about international investors. In addition to LNG and hydropower, authorities praise solar power for its low
environmental impact and low maintenance costs. Solar energy also significantly bolsters national
technological development and Myanmar appears to have ‘an incredible potential for solar energy’
according to the International Growth Center (IGC) from LSE.

Mandalay to become smart city

Myanmar’s royal city, Mandalay, has tumultuous history marked by decades of British rule and the fall of
the country’s royal dynasty. Myanmar’s second largest city’s officials now strive to metamorphose the
agglomeration into the first smart city in Myanmar.

Mandalay’s first municipal government with a majority of civilians has launched a regional initiative in order
to fos-ter technological development and transform the city. New technologies, such as social networks for
instance, play an utterly important role in the process. The mayor, U Ye Lwin, now communicates with
residents and subordinates via Facebook. Authorities undertake online digital surveys or tap into 3D images
shot by drones in order to improve tax collection efficiency. To monitor the most congested roads, sensors
installed on CCTV cameras adjust the sequencing of traffic lights. Moreover, the local government has
heavily invested in waste management systems en-hancements. Authorities have installed tracking systems
on garbage trucks as a way to ensure they are collecting the litter everywhere.

In recent weeks, Mandalay has attracted international attention due to a proposed deal between the
regional government and Huawei, the Chinese tech giant. The latter could provide the city with cameras
equipped with cutting edge facial recognition technology coupled with other security equipment. This is
part of the local government’s “safe city” project worth USD 1.24 million (MMK 1.8 billion). The Trump
administration has recently warned against Huawei’s technology because of alleged fears that it could be a
vehicle for Chinese espionage..

Plant in Mandalay to produce first Chinese cars
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A new plant near Mandalay is poised to build the first Myanmar-made Chinese cars by Gold AYA Motor
International. According to a report by the Myanmar Times, the subsidiary of the Chinese Shining Star
Group of Companies, invested around USD 30 million into the plant. It is located in Mandalay’s Myotha
Industrial Zone. The plant will initially produce ten car models, including luxury cars, commercial cars,
pickup trucks and SUVs for Chinese brands. The company plans to make 50,000 cars in he next five years.
Initially, these will be composed of roughly 40% Myanmar-made parts. A company spokesperson said
eventually Gold AYA Motor plans to broaden its parts manufacturing capacity and produce the first entirely
“Myanmar-made” vehicles.

Although Gold Aya Motor will produce Myanmar’s first Chinese cars, Japanese automakers have been
operating in Thilawa SEZ for years. The largest, Suzuki Motor Corp, assembles cars from two Myanmar-
based plants, according to The Straits Times. In May, Japanese automaker Toyota announced plans to

build a factory in the Thilawa SEZ, near Yangon.

Source: Thura Swiss News (Issue 377 Aug 08, 2019)
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Stock trading data

As of 9th Aug. 2019

Stock trading

Name | Code | Close Change| % Change| Open High Low Trading volume| Trading value (MMK)[ Mo. of listed shares| Market Cap. (mil MMK])
FMIL 00001 | 11,500 +0 +0.00% 11,000 11,500 11,000 1,875 21,561,500 27,112747 311,797
MTSH | 00002 3,500 +100 +2.94% 3,450 3,500 3,450 5,859 20,215,300 38,020,150 136,252
MCE 00003 8,200 +200 +2.50% 8,200 8,200 8,200 1,133 9,290,600 10,400,986 85,288
FPE 00004 | 26,000 +0 +0.00% | 26,000 | 26,000 | 26,000 74 1,924,000 2,472,053 64,373
TMH 00005 | 2,900 -50 -1.69% 2,950 3,000 2,900 3,894 11,651,550 12,823,224 37,187
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Today's summary

Index name| Close Change| % Change| Open High Low Trading volume (shares)| Trading value (MMEK) MNo. of listed companies| Market Cap. (mil MMIE)
MYANPIX 463.59 +3.90 +0.85% 452,73 463.59 452,73 12,835 64,642,950 5 634,797
Index chart
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As of 1:00 prn, 9th Aug. 2019
MYANPIX 463.59 Name Code Price Change
A3 gy 00001 11,500 A0
Total Volume (shares) 12835 MTSH 00002 3,500 A 100
Total Value (MME) 65 mil MCB 00003 5,200 A 200
Listed Company 5 FPB 00004 26,000 AO
Market Cap. (MME) 634,797 mil ThH 00005 2900 ’7 50
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