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Thura News Views

China-Myanmar high speeds railway route planned

Myanma Railways has decided on a route for a high speed railway linking Mandalay with Muse on
Myanmar’s northern border. It could dramatically increase access between the two countries. The route will
begin in Amarapura, just south of Mandalay, and pass through 11 townships. These includes Pyin Oo Lwin
and Hsipaw, U Htay Hlaing, deputy general manager of Myanma Railways, told The Myanmar Times. The
route will span 414 kilometers and take three hours from start to finish. Myanma Railways said, the run-
time is down from the previous travel time of 15 hours. The railway project is part of the ongoing China-
Myanmar Economic Corridor project, a key component of China’s Belt and Road Initiative. It aims to create
a trade route spanning from China to west Asia and eastern Europe. The project has been in the works
since October 2018, when the Ministry of Transport and Communications green-lit a feasibility study from
the China Railway Eryuan Engineering Group. According to a Myanmar Times report, the line will have 36
stations and cost roughly US$7 billion.

With this announcement, the railway project seems on schedule for completion, although recent violence
has threatened cities that lie along the new path, including the town of Hsipaw, from which more than 50
tourists were recently evacuated. In the past, ambitious transportation routes have proven to be flash-
points for conflict with armed ethnic groups. When improvements began on the highway linking Yangon

and Mae Sot, Thailand, for exam-ple, tensions increased between the union government and armed Kayin
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militias, who began extracting tolls from travelers.

Whether or not the railway project will lead to new conflict remains to be seen. For now, Myanma Railways
cannot even begin construction until it completes a social environmental impact study. The completion date
could be years away from commencement.

Crops flood damage down from last year

Myanmar crops suffered less damage from monsoon flooding this year, U Myo Tint Tun, deputy permanent
secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation said. Myo Tint Tun claimed that although
728,000 hectares of farmland were affected and around 16,000 destroyed. That number represents only a
fraction of the damage seen in last year's monsoon season. “Last year, over 445,000 hec-tares were
flooded, and in Kayin, Mon, and Bago, 161,000 hectares of crops were destroyed. It means crop damage
this year is a tenth of the previous year,” he said.

Seasonal flooding is a yearly dread for Myanmar’s agriculture sector, which accounts for almost 40% of the
nation’s GDP. Farmers in and around the Ayeyarwady River delta grow the highest quantities of rice and
other staple crops. They also bear the brunt of the flooding, exacerbated by the region’s high poverty and
poor infrastructure.

Despite the relatively low crop damage, the human toll is as high as ever. As of August 13th, 97,000
people were remained displaced, according to the latest data from UNOCHA. This week, the official death
toll from a devastating landslide in Mon State rose to 75. More are feared to be trapped under the debris.
Tanintharyi airport invites tender bids for upgrade project

Myanmar’s Department of Civil Aviation (DCA) put out a request for tender proposals last week to upgrade
the Tanintharyi Airport. The aim is to renovate and expand the Kawthaung airport in the southern region of
Tanintharyi. The DCA is searching for both independent investors and partner shareholders to construct
and maintain runways, warehouses, terminals and other infrastructure. The contract terms could extend to
30 years, with the option to renew for an additional 10 years, according to a Myanmar Times report. The
search for new investors follows the collapse of a major $36 million tender awarded to Golden Myanmar
Airlines.

Kawthaung airport is a main port of entry for the Tanintharyi Region, home of both the Dawei Special
Economic Zone and several holiday destinations. The government is promoting the region as it works to
revitalize the struggling tourism industry. Dawei, in particular, while boasting some of the most attractive
beaches in Southeast Asia, is relatively underdeveloped and difficult to access.

Source: Thura Swiss News (Issue 379 Aug 22, 2019)
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As of 23rd Aug, 2019

Stock trading
MName Code Close Change| % Change| Open High Low Trading volume| Trading value (MMEK])| Mo. of listed shares| Market Cap. (mil MMK)|
FMI Qo001 | 12,000 +0 +0.00% 12,000 | 12,000 | 11,500 410 4,763,000 27,112,747 325,353
MTSH | 00002 4,100 +0 +0.00% 4,100 4,100 4,100 8,727 35,780,700 38,929,150 159,510
MCB 00003 8,400 +0 +0.00% 8,400 8,400 8,400 0 0 10,400,986 87,358
FPE 00004 | 25,000 +0 +0.00% | 25000 | 25000 | 25000 0 0 2,472,053 61,801
TMH 00005 3,100 +50 +1.64% 3,050 3,100 3,000 469 1,416,400 12,823,224 39,752
As of 23rd Aug. 2019
Today's summary
Index name| Close Change| % Change| Cpen High Low Trading volume (shares)| Trading value (MMEK)| Mo. of listed companies| Market Cap. (mil MMEK
MY AMNPLY 492,13 +0.47 +0.10% 491.66 492,13 481.30 9,606 41,960,100 5 673,884
Index chart
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As of 12:00 pm, 23rd Aug. 2019
MYANPIX 481.30 Name Code Price Change
¥ 10.36 FMI 00001 11,500 ¥ 500
Total Volume (shares) 8,859 MTSH 00002 4100 AD
Total Value (MMK] 38 mil MCE 00003 8,400 AQ
Listed Company 5 FPB 00004 25,000 AO
Market Cap. (MMK] 659,046 mil TMH 00005 3,000 ¥ 50
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