National Export Strategy: an initial response to the
COVID-19 Economic Downturn

NES iz an achve plaiform for Government and private stakeholders to work together for the economic development

through increased trade.

HE wuorld economy is
ini paralyniz. The out-
break of COVID-19

pandemic haz ham- &

pered the global economy, and
a glcbal recession has starbed.
Social distancing practices are
dizturbing Arancial markstz, diz-
ocganizing industrieas and global
value chains, and forcing many
Small and Medium Enberprises
(SMEz) b clozs lamporarily, and
zome even permanenthy The vi-
ruz huss iriggered s global zupply
and demand zhock thak iz now
aBecting all areaz of owr current
gichalizakion. The adverss impact
of COVID-19 iz contributing the
downdurn of the aconomic ackivi-
ties, writh the World Trade Organi-

Thnacks from

will mhrink by up bo 2% in 2020

Affecting notcnly the human
hbody, but also the sconceny, the
Covid-19 criziz iz rapidly pene-
trating Myanmar's economic
activitiez. The economic “con-
taminakion™ bo Myanmar spreads
through a collapse of bourizm en-
triez; & large decline in manu-
Excburing, particularty evident in
germent sector; an overall redue-
tion in imports and exports; and
decrease in active foreign direct
imveztment (FDT) projects. This
situation iz resulting in zhort- and
long-berm economic conzequene.
ez for our counkry:

Myanmar's expoct indus.
triez are facing a drasiic drop

in demand. Mozt buyers in des-
Eination markets are cancelling
or delaping orders; fightz and
Eriggering increaze in the costs
of trading. The border clozsures
of the checkpoints including
China-Myanmar borders, have
rezulbed in damages and lozses
of goods. The limibed import wol-
umes are rezéricking the manu-
Eacture and processing of goods
Eor our domestic macket and for
exports. Thiz collapss in manu-
Eackuring capacities iz leading to
Ehe zurge in unemplopment: for
oo marny of our citizena.

recovery planz.
The NES iz locking beyond

carTying agro-products, Wmmmmhmnmﬂ
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The Covid-19 oriziz is chal-
lenging the wockd with new ques-
o the timeby anzvrer magrburn
inko opportumity, the negligence
may cause complications While
governments and private sector
are seeking options ko “Tevitalize”
tthe production, conzumption and
global trade, citizens are won-
dering about tomorrow’s stand-
ards of iving and well.being, Liks
the disease that may eventually
trigger stronger immunity, the

ic erizis magybring
tion and diverziBeation, creating
demand for new products and
aceess o new marketa.

The National Expart Strabegy
(NES) J20-2025 iz evolving == a
joink Government of Myanmar
and private sector responze ko
the pandemic, to build suztain-
able export development and,
ultimately, create better jobz
and opportunities for Myanmar
citizens. The NES will allow ez
tablizhing & new cycle of expork
growth for Myanmar, exploiting
iks vast unkapped potential for
trade and investment. The NES
priorities, which are cuorentty
being designed in close coordi-
nation with the private sechor, will
zupport Myanmar's COVID-19

iz for cur SMEs and establizhed
enporters; it alzo simz bo sbrength-
&n curindustoy parformance and
inztitutional suppert aystems for

| improvedcesilience ko withskand

[ubure crizes. An effective sxport
development, led by enabled inst-
tutions, such an Myantrade - the
Expart Fromotion Agency of My-
anmar, can rapidly conéribute o
the rebound of priceityindusiries.
Wikh active sxport development,
Mipanmar will reach new cuztom-
er= and increazs needed boeign
exchange eamings.

Myanmar can alzo capital-
ize the investment opportunities
identified in the NES strategies.

economic development through
increased trade. To ensure con-
tinuous dialoguees with indusiry
represeniatives, the Ministry of
Commerce, in cloze collabora-
tien with UMEPCCT, iz leading the
formakion of new public-private
Export Development Board. The
Beard iz simed bo serve az the
Focal poink body o promote expart
growth incooperation with all re-
Iasbzd Ministries and staksholder

Thevalue of NES imin imple-
rmniation. The Siratagy realiza-
tionwill allow to contribuke to peo-
ple‘s well-being with bettar and
maore diversified job cpportumi-
tiex, dezcant working conditionz,
improved skills and b=chnologies.
The document will articulate an

Active promation of My

will conkributbe bo positioning cur
couniry az an important immest-
ment dextination in Asia. The
pandemic is Easktracking the
development of regional value

1P  in-
eluding rexponzible instibutionz,
processes and toolz bo kick start,
brmckcand monitor the progresz. [k
will =2t short- and medium-term
action priorities to rebound M-

chainz. in My s

anmar's ic growth andiin-.

export
offer companizs & good shrate-
gie locakion to reach more than
2 billion customersz in regional
marketx. This iz Myanmar's
opportunity to position itzelf az
a viable manubacturing hub o
our citizenz.

halders ko wodk bogether for the

the country’s po
in the regional and intemational
Erade arena.

Thip artiole is confributed by
Naotional Export
Strategy (NES) of
Myanmar, the Miniztry
af Commeroz

COVID-19: pandemic puzzle



