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NOTIFICATION
Addendum

The following communication, received on 17 October 2025, is being circulated at the request of the
Delegation of China.

Regulations of the People's Republic of China on the Customs Administration of Reaistration of
Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Food (Final Version)

On 11 October 2025, the General Administration of Customs of the People's Republic of China (GACC)
issued the revised "Administrative Provisions on the Customs Registration of Overseas Manufacturers
of Imported Food in the People's Republic of China" (Decree No. 280), which shall take effect on
1 June 2026.

The Provisions enhance food safety oversight while comprehensively considering trade facilitation
principles. In accordance with international governance standards, GACC actively fosters mutual
recognition of food safety systems, food connectivity and promotes trade facilitation among countries
(regions). Participating parties may mutually agree to implement streamlined measures for batch
registration and Manufacturers list management. Based on risk management principles, the Provisions
establish differentiated registration methods, evaluation procedures, and management requirements
according to the risk levels of exporting countries (regions), manufacturers, and products.
The registration system for food products has been transformed from official recommendation to a
catalog-based management framework with dynamic adjustments. Maintaining rigorous and
pragmatic principles, the Provisions optimize procedures for re-examination, suspension,
modification, and renewal, incorporating an automatic renewal mechanism to further streamline
manufactures registration management.

The revision process demonstrated transparency and alignment with international norms and
practices. In compliance with relevant WTO TBT/SPS rules, GACC notified the draft Provisions to the
WTO from January to March 2025, solicited- and incorporated feedback from various stakeholders.
Chinese representatives presented the revisions at the 95th WTO/TBT Committee Meeting.
The enactment and implementation timeline strictly adhere to the TBT/SPS Agreement, providing a
transition period exceeding six months.

As of the current date, over 93,000 food manufactures from 178 countries and regions have
successfully completed registration in China. Imported food trade from registered manufactures will
remain unaffected. GACC will release supplementary implementation notices and guidelines, optimize
and upgrade the registration management system for overseas food manufacturers, and conduct
policy promotion and training through bilateral and multilateral channels to ensure effective
implementation of the Provisions. Should members encounter technical challenges during
implementation, they may contact GACC through the WTO SPS National Notification and Enquiry
Center. GACC remains committed to providing targeted policy interpretation, technical support, and
guidance on specific registration matters.

https://members. wto.org/crnattachments/2025/SPS/CHN/25 06956 _00_e.pdf
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This addendum concerns a:
[] Modification of final date for comments
[X] Notification of adoption, publication or entry into force of regulation
[ Modification of content and/or scope of previously notified draft regulation
[] Withdrawat of proposed regulation
[1] Change in proposed date of adoption, publication or date of entry into force
[1] Other:

Comment period: (If the addendum extends the scope of the previously notified measure
in terms of products and/or potentially affected Members, a new deadline for receipt of
comments should be provided, normally of at least 60 calendar days. Under other
circumstances, such as extension of originally announced final date for comments, the
comment period provided in the addendum may vary.)

[1] Sixty days from the date of circulation of the addendum to the notification and/or
(dd/mm/yy): Not applicable

Agency or authority designated to handle comments: [ ] National Notification Authority,
[X] National Enquiry Point. Address, fax number and e-mail address (if available) of other
body:

WTQ/SPS National Notification and Enquiry Center of the People's Republic of China
Tel: +(86 10) 5795 4645

+(86 10) 5795 4642
E-mail: sps@customs.gov.cn

Text(s) available from: [] National Notification Authority, [X] National Enquiry Point.
Address, fax number and e-mail address (if available) of other body:

WTOQ/SPS National Notification and Enquiry Center of the People's Republic of China
Tel: +(86 10) 5795 4645

+(86 10) 5795 4642
E-mail: sps@customs.gov.cn
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NOTIFICATION
Addendum

The following communication, dated 17 October 2025, is being circulated at the request of the
delegation of China.

Title: Administrative Provisions on the Customs Registration of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported
Food in the People's Republic of China(Final Version)

Reason for Addendum:

[1] Comment period changed - date:

[1 Notified measure adopted - date:

[] Notified measure published - date:

[1] Notified measure enters into force - date:

[X1 Text of final measure available from!; -
https://members.wto.org/crnat ments/2025/TBT/CHN/final measure/2 57 .00
—X.pdf

[1 Notified measure withdrawn or revoked - date;
Relevant symbol if measure re-notified:

[1] Content or scope of notified measure changed and text available from!:
New deadline for comments (if applicable):

[1] Interpretive guidance issued and text available from?!:

[1] Other: o

DPescription: On October 11, 2025, the General Administration of Customs of the People's Republic
of China (GACC) issued the revised "Administrative Provisions on the Customs Registration of
Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Food in the People's Republic of China" (Decree No. 280), which
shall take effect on June 1, 2026.

The Provisions enhance food safety oversight while comprehensively considering trade facilitation
principles. In accordance with international governance standards, GACC actively fosters mutual
recognition of food safety systems, food connectivity and promotes trade facilitation among countries
(regions). Participating parties may mutually agree to implement streamlined measures for batch
registration and Manufacturers list management, Based on risk management principles, the
Provisions establish differentiated registration methods, evaluation procedures, and management
requirements according to the risk levels of exporting countries (regions), manufacturers, and
products. The registration system for food products has been transformed from official

! This information can be provided by including a website address, a pdf attachment, or other
information on where the text of the final/modified measure and/or interpretive guidance can be obtained.
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recommendation to a catalog-based management framework with dynamic adjustments.
Maintaining rigorous and pragmatic principles, the Provisions optimize procedures for re-
examination, suspension, modification, and renewal, incorporating an automatic renewal mechanism
to further streamline manufactures registration management.

The revision process demonstrated transparency and alignment with international norms and
practices. In compliance with relevant WTO TBT/SPS rules, GACC notified the draft Provisions to the
WTQ from January to March 2025, solicited and incorporated feedback from various stakehclders.
Chinese representatives presented the revisions at the 95th WTO/TBT Committee Meeting. The
enactment and implementation timeline strictly adhere to the TBT/SPS Agreement, providing a
transition period exceeding six months,

As of the current date, over 93,000 food manufactures from 178 countries and regions have
successfully completed registration in China. Imported food trade from registered manufactures will
remain unaffected, GACC will release supplementary implementation notices and guidelines,
optimize and upgrade the registration management system for overseas food manufacturers, and
conduct policy promotion and training through bilateral and multilateral channels to ensure effective
implementation of the Provisions. Should members encounter technical challenges during
implementation, they may contact GACC through the WTQ TBT National Notification and Enquiry
Center.. GACC remains committed to providing targeted policy interpretation, technical support, and
guidance on specific registration matters.
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& Regulations of the General Administration of Customs

Regulations of the People's Republic of China on the
Registration and Administration of Overseas Manufacturers of
Imported Food

(Promulgated by Order No. 280 of the General Administration of
Customs on October 14, 2025, effective from June 1, 2026)

Chapter 1 General Provisions, Article 1

In order to strengthen the registration and management of overseas production enterprises of imported food, these

Regutations are formulated in accordance with the provisions of the Food Safety L@?@f the People's Republic of China

)

and its implementing regulations, the Import and Export Commodity lnspeetumtaw of the People's Republic of China
and its implementing regulations, the Law of the People's Republic o hl,;t’é’en the Quarantine of Animals and Plants
Entering and Exporting the People's Republic of China and its nnpieir;‘:ﬁtmg regulations, and the Special Provisions of

the State Council on Strengthening the Safety Supervision g@mmlstratnon of Food and Other Products.

X
These Re¢igdgods apply to the regist”[qé;r} and management of overseas production,
processing and storage enterprlse& exporting food to China (hereinafter collectively referred
to as overseas productlon e} é{mses of imported food). The overseas production
enterprises of lmportedaiﬁ j specn‘" ied in the preceding paragraph do not include enterprises
that produce, process and store food additives and food-related products.
The Queriirsi® Bdministration of Customs is responsible for the registration
and management of overseas production enterprises of imported food.

Al’tiC'G 4 Qverseas production enterprises of imported food shall be registered with the General Administration of Customs,

In accorﬁpﬁ%ﬂ@h 5\e principle of risk management, the General Administration of Customs implements
classified management of averseas production enterprises of imported food based on the assessment and
review of the food safety management system and food safety status of the country (region) where the

overseas production enterprises of Imported food are located, combined with the relevant food risk levels,

- 1-
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@ Regulations of the General Administration of Customs

and determines the corresponding registration methods, application materials, evaluation procedures and

other registration management requirements,

If there is risk assessment or evidence that the imported food safety risk has changed, the General

Administration of Customs may adjust the corresponding registration management requirements.

Chapter 2 Registration Conditions and Procedures Article 6
Based on the analysis of the source of raw materials, production and processing technology,
historical data of food safety, consumer groups, eating patterns and other factors, the
General Administration of Customs determines the catalogue gf@orted foods that need to
be officially recommended for registration (hereinafter refe@{@ as the catalogue) and
publishes them to the public in combination with inter’n;g@rpractices.

Registattin] @ofditions for overseas produqti@té%terprises of imported food: (1)
Approved by the competent authority ofs@g%untry (region) where they are located
and under their effective supervislgrafzgz') Establish an effective food safety and
hygiene management and pr: ﬁﬁn system, produce and export in the country
(region) where it is Iocated@d ensure that the food exported to China complies
with relevant Chines ‘I%“ s and regulations and national food safety standards; (3)
Comply with the relevévht' inspection and quarantine requirements agreed between
the General Administration of Customs and the competent authorities of the country

(region) where the country (region) is located.

Overseas manufacturers of listed foods shall also obtain recommendations
from the competent authorities of the country (region) where they are located.

The comgietliearghorities of the country (region) where the food is listed shall conduct an audit

and inspection of the enterprise and issue an audit to those that meet the registration requirements

-2.
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@ Regulations of the General Administration of Customs

Inspection reports and testimonials.

Oversggsitien@acturers of imported food shall submit the following application
materials to the General Administration of Customs by themselves or by entrusting
an agent: (1) Information on the application for enterprise registration; (2)
Enterprise identification documents, such as business licenses issued by the
competent authorities of the country (region) where they are located, or certificates
issued by them; (3) A statement that the enterprise undertakes to meet the
requirements of these Regulations.

Overseas manufacturers of listed foods shall also submit audit and inspection reports and recommendation

letters issued by the competent authorities of the country (region) whetgﬁzey are located.

If necessary, the General Administration of Customs aﬁ&wre enterprises to provide food safety
and hygiene and protection systems, production tyipﬁﬁ)roducuon capacity and other materials.

The cop;pﬂmgh?@nterpnse registration ap}ﬂﬁatlon information shall include the name of

the enterprise, the country (region), thi{%iress of the production site, the legal

representative, the contact pers ‘@kontact information, the registration number

approved by the competent at{f\;hty of the country (region), and the type of food applied for
N

registration.

Article 11 The registration application materials shall be in Chinese or English.

The competent authorities of the country (region) where the food is located and the overseas production enterprises of

imported food shall be responsible for the authenticity, completeness, and legality of the relevant materials.

Accord}jwﬁdl@ gkl of imported food safety risk, the General Administration of Customs shall
conduct an assessment and review of overseas manufacturers of imported food applying for
registration through written inspections, video inspections, on-site inspections, and other forms
and combinations. Overseas manufacturers of imported food and the competent authorities of

the country (region) in which they are located shall assist in carrying out the above assessment

- 8,
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g Regulations of the General Administration of Customs

and review work.

The th\qiﬁb"érnq@tration of Customs shall register and give registration numbers to overseas
manufacturers of imported food that meet the requirements according to the assessment and
review situation, and notify the overseas manufacturers of imported food in writing. Overseas
manufacturers of imported food that do not meet the requirements shall not be registered, and the

overseas manufacturers of imported food shall be notified in writing.

Whenfgpipoigingdood to China, registered enterprises shall mark the registration
number in China or the registration number approved by the competent

authority of the country (region) where they are located on the food packaging.

. “
The redigithiipe pgFjod of overseas production enterprises pf{'@grted food is 5 years. When
4
registering an overseas production enterprise of impo,rteg«;%ésﬂfd, the General Administration
A\

of Customs shall determine the start and end date fot?;e fregistration validity period.

P
&
The Beimbeal Administration of Cltstoms uniformly publishes the

list of registered overseg%i%’ﬁufacturers of imported food.

If the foRptpefelyrnagement Q%s%m of the country (region) where the overseas production
enterprise of imported foqgﬁ{gcé;ed has been approved by the General Administration of
Customs and meets aﬁ?&ggﬁtﬁé following circumstances, the General Administration of
Customs may agree in writing with the competent authority of the country (region) where the
enterprise is located to adopt the method of registering the list for its enterprise: (1) It has
signed an import and export food safety cooperation agreement with the General
Administration of Customs; (2) Agreements, memorandums, joint statements, and other
cooperation documents have been signed with China, including food safety cooperation; (3)
Other situations in which the General Administration of Customs deems that the list

registration method can be adopted after risk assessment.

-4 -
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€8 Regulations of the General Administration of Customs

If the Iﬂpﬁg@aﬁgn method is adopted, the competent authority of the country (region)
where the list is located shall submit the following materials to the General
Administration of Customs: (1) A list of recommended food production enterprises
registered in China; (2) The application information listed in Article 10 of these
Regulations; (3) The statement that the recommended enterprise complies with Article
7, paragraph 1 of these Regulations; (iv) A statement of commitment to continue to fulfill
the obligations stipulated in bilateral cooperation documents. After review, the General
Administration of Customs shall register the enterprises on the list that meet the
requirements and give them a registration number in China, and shall not register the
enterprises on the list that do not meet the requirements, an{%lﬁ?tify the competent

authorities of the country (region) where they are locatedl iﬁf‘wﬁting.
A

-

#,\?3
Chapter Il Supervision and éhagement Article 19
The General Administration of Customs (GAC“) §j;a conduct a review of whether the overseas

production enterprises of imported food»gggmtle to meet the registration requirements on its own

or by entrusting relevant mstltutlonax\oag?dmg to the level of imported food safety risks.

Overseas manufactur@r@é}imported food and the competent authorities of the country

(region) in which they‘arg located shall assist in carrying out the above review work.

If the ragigieddo® Hformation of an overseas production enterprise of imported food
changes during the validity period of the registration, it shall submit an application for
change to the General Administration of Customs through the registration application
channel, and submit the following materials: (1) Comparison table of information on
changes in registration matters; (2) Supporting materials related to the change

information.

If the General Administration of Customs considers that it can be changed after evaluation,

- 5.
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@ Regulations of the General Administration of Customs

it shall be changed:; If there is a significant impact on the food safety and hygiene management and
protection system of the enterprise due to the relocation of the production site, the change of the
legal representative, the change of the registration number granted by the country (region), etc., the
General Administration of Customs will not change it, and notify the enterprise to re-apply for

registration, and the registration number in China will expire from the date of notification.

The véligiip et of enterprise registration will be automatically renewed for 5 years
upon expiration, except in one of the following circumstances: (1) Imported food is
included in the list of foods that are not automatically renewed for registration; (2)
The enterprise is in the rectification period due to non-compliance with the
registration requirements; (3) The General Administration ,ofs@Customs suspends the
import of food related to the country (region) where ﬂisga'erseas production
enterprise is located in accordance with the Iaw.xdz?’
The list of imported foods that are not automatical_&@e’ﬁewed as stipulated in the first paragraph of

the preceding paragraph shali be separately@?ﬁ%ﬁhcad by the General Administration of Customs.
N

OverseAgirsiaf@gurers of food incl@,@@b@n the list of foods not automatically renewed for

registration shall renew their reggﬁféub‘?\ 3 to 12 years before the expiration of the validity

period of registration Withir: R@}ﬁonth, submit an application for renewal of registration to

the General Administra@ 5ustoms through the registration application channel. The

application materials for renewal registration include: (1) Information on the application for

renewal of registration; (2) A statement of commitment to continue to comply with the

registration requirements; (3) Overseas manufacturers of listed foods shall also submit a

statement issued by the competent authority of the country (region) where they are located

to continue to comply with the registration requirements.

The General Administration of Customs will continue the registration of enterprises that meet

the registration requirements, and the validity period of registration will be extended by 5 years.

-6 -
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£ Regulations of the General Administration of Customs

If a regigttireogeBseas production enterprise of imported food has any of the following
circumstances, the General Administration of Customs shall cancel its registration,
notify the overseas production enterprise of imported food, notify the competent
authority of the country (region) where it is located, and make a public announcement:
(1) Failure to apply for renewal of registration in accordance with regulations; (2) The
competent national (regional) authority or the overseas production enterprise of
imported food voluntarily applies for cancellation; (3) It no longer meets the

requirements of Article 7, paragraph 1, paragraph 1 of these Provisions.

The cAripglenR4uthorities of the country (region) where the overseas production
enterprises of imported food are located shall fulfill th@ﬂ\bod safety supervision
responsibilities, implement effective supervision, %{%‘gustered enterprises, and
urge registered enterprises to continue to me@t ‘the registration requirements.
When overseas manufacturers of lmporté'agf od find that they do not meet the
registration requirements, they sh%’ctid ta‘ke the initiative to suspend the export of
food to China and immediately #a 8@ corrective measures until they meet the
registration requirements. . *‘%

If the %m@é@@isﬁr ipﬁiﬁ?@f”éustoms finds that the registered overseas production
enterprise of imported fb‘d(f no longer meets the registration requirements, it shall order it to
carry out rectification within the specified time limit, and notify the competent authority of the
country (region) where it is located to supervise the rectification, and suspend the import of

food by the relevant enterprise during the rectification period.
After the completion of the rectification, the enterprise shall submit the supervision and rectification report issued by the competent

authority of the country (region) where it is located and a written statement that it meets the registration requirements.

The General Administration of Customs shall review the rectification of the enterprise, and

if it meets the requirements, resume the import of food from the relevant enterprises.
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If the Ggqﬁrfbfé%tration of Customs suspends or resumes the import of food by overseas
manufacturers of registered imported food in accordance with Articles 24 and 25 of these Regulations,

the list of relevant enterprises shalt be published by the General Administration of Customs.

If a redidieteddverseas manufacturer of imported food has any of the
following circumstances, the General Administration of Customs shall
revoke its registration and make an announcement: (1) A major food safety
accident occurs in imported food due to the enterprise's own reasons; (2)
Food exported to China is found to have food safety problems during entry
inspection and quarantine, and the circumstances aré.‘serlous (3) There
are major problems in the food safety and hygleﬂe;'management of the
enterprise, and it cannot be guaranteed thatf@ood exported to China
meets the safety and health reqwremepé@(ﬁ) Still not meeting the
registration requirements after reqdﬂca’ﬂon (5) Providing false materials or
concealing relevant mformatnog@) Refusing to cooperate with the General
Administration of Customsﬁﬁ Leonducting review and accident investigation;
(7) Renting, lending,} rgﬁ%ferrmg, reselling, or fraudulently using the
registration numbe??(S) Approval of registration for enterprises that do not
meet the application qualifications or registration conditions; (9) Other

circumstances in which registration can be revoked in accordance with law.

Chapter IV Supplementary Provisions Article 28

If the General Administration of Customs suspends the import of relevant food from the country (region) where the overseas
production enterprise of imported food is located in accordarice with the law, it will not accept the import of food from that country

(place) during the suspension period
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district) application for registration of relevant food production enterprises.

If the releﬂmtéesggions) and China have other agreements on the registration and management of overseas production

enterprises of imported feod, they shall be implemented in accordance with the agreement between the two parties.

The scoﬁﬁmfée%torage enterprises of imported food that need to be registered and managed in

accordance with these Regulations shall be separately announced by the General Administration of Customs.

The registration and management of overseas production enterprises of primary edible

agricultural products shall be separately formulated by the General Administration of Customs.

The management requirements of overseas production enterprises of cross-border

e-commerce retail imported food shall be handled in acmﬁnce with relevant regulations.

S
The cowﬁm@ugqny of the country (region) in which the, ;mf’@ed food is located refers to the

official department responsible for the safety and health sgﬁﬁvnsuon of food production enterprises in

the country (region) where the overseas productlorl,z'g? pnse of imported food is located.

Articl e 3 2 The General Adm@?}non of Customs is responsibie for the interpretation of these regulations.

7

Thesgrpoteristons wnll@ame into force on June 1, 2026 . The
R¢ ople s Republic of China on the

Registration of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Food
promulgated by Order No. 248 of the General Administration of
Customs on April 12, 2021 shall be repealed at the same time.

-9-

Released by the General Administration of Customs



