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Rice exports
struggle to hit
8m tonnes

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS

Rice exports may fall below & million
tonnes for 20189, with this year's prus-
pects still uncertain because ofa slew of
risk factons such as the continued SLILLE
baht, natural disasters and emens-
Mg reew riee expocbes ke Myanmor
and Ching

Charnen Laothamatas, prsident ol
the Thal Rive Exporters Assockstion,
snid shipments definitedy will stand
below % million tonnes, as projected
by the association for 200% bl could
struggle to hit 8 million tonnes.

In the fivst 11 months of 2019, Thai-
land shipped 7.1 million tonoes, a
dip of 30.4% from the same period a
Year earller leiching DS5200 hillion,
dosmm 24.3%. The fall was attributed to
the strong baht, hurting the country’s
EXpOIt competitiveness.

Anotherfactor is the lack of Thai rice
variety development over a period of

+30years to cope with changing market

demand and consumer, behaviour,
Thailand has shipped the same rice

- varietiesfor 30 years, Mr Charoen said.

“Thai rice quality has dropped
because of climate change and global
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Thai white rice is no longer in a position to compete
with Vietnam, which has successfully developed
soft-textured rice that is exported worldwide.

CHAROEN LAOTHAMATAS

President, 1hat Rice Bxporlers Association

wanmtig, as well as changing (he
plantation 1ethod,” he said. “Because
ol the labwur shortage, farmers opt
to use marhinety and chemicals that
iffect Thal 1iee’s aromaric guality wnd
pood taste, while other exporter such
as Vietnam have developed their own
vatieties cvery year to serve consumel
demand.Vietham now Las seven o
eight rice types fo exporl (0 serve
global demand.”

setling up product distribution centres
Lo facilitate logistics convenience for
smudl-business operators, he said

The THnames Mivverio el ko ce

M Charoen suid Thai frors nali
teiisiing the flagship variety, while Thai
wiille rice is no longer in a [rosition to
conpere with Vietnam, which has suc-
cesstully developed soft-textured rice
that is exported worldwide

For this year, the association is hesi-
lantio come up witl A1y £xpoit projec
hons because of mudtiple risks,

In 2018, Thairice shipments totalled
11.2 million tonnes, down 5% lron 117

| -

Stock Exchango of Thailind (SET) and
the Market for Alternative [nvisstmeni
(MAL), enabling easicr access to fund-

Officially known
as Thai jasmine
rice, fiom maliis
@ high-qualily
rice thal remains
the flagship
variety.

million in 2017 but higher than the 9,93
million tores n 016, Novmally vice
cxparts average 10 million tonnes a
yean, with white rice making up hall.

According to (he Agriculiural and
Conperatives Minisiry, annual paddy
prodductlon [or boih ihe main and
second cxops is forecast al 27-28 mil-
fion tonnes in the 2019-20 season,
welghed down by adrop in production
for the second crop hecause ol flooding
anid drought,

Paddy output from the second crop
is estimaled at just 5.5 million tonnes,
down 54% from 7.74 inillion the previ-
ous season, due io donght and inad-
eqlite water supply ftun dams

Productlon frem the main crop is
forecast st 24 million fennes of paddy,
Uerern - 12,5% Ironm 25-27 million the
previous scasci. in 2018, shipments
totalled 11.2 million ronnes, down 5%
from 117 miflion ln 2087 bt higher
tiany the %91 million ton mes in 2006,

1ent growth

organised and run by the SET,
SMEs should be provided end-to-
end support, Mr Utlama said, and the

Bol push
|' firms to

|' LAMONPHET APISITNIRAN
The Board of Investment {BoI)
encouraging Thai companies
expand their presence in South Asi
markets, as many countries need n
foreign direct investment in the rene
able energy and construction secte
I Ratanawimon Nareesukreekh
| deputy director for Thaji overse
| investment promotion at the B,
! uniid Bangladesh, the Maldive=. I
~ Pakistan and Sri Lanka are targei
countries far Bol to support futu
| investment from Thai companies.
| “South Asia has opportunities a;
econoimlc growth, while many con
| tries are developing infrastructu
projects,” she said. “The Bol has bes
| approached by gevernments from th
| region, and we are working close
to bring Thai companies to visit ar
invest in those countries.”

Ms Ratanawimon said South As
has developing couniries where road
buildings and power plants are pla:
ning to begin construction,

Moreovey, the Bol is committed. 1
| encouraging Thai companies to cos
| tinue their business presence in Can
| bodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnar
| to capture dynamic GDP growth i
neighbouring countries.

“There are many potential sec
tors in four neighbouring countrié
such as agriculture, textiles and ga
ments, lourism and services, food an
beverage, retail, and packaging, an
| Thai companies ate capable enoug
| o expand their businesses to sexv

consumers’ needs,” Ms Ratahawi
| mon said
| ThisBoFdivicinn hachad o naliset






